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NEWSLETTER No: 10 
 

Our Value This Term Is… 

Thankfulness 

 
Dear Parents, 
This letter brings us neatly to the end of January. Not 

long until we are once again woken up by birds singing 

and a bit of light in the sky! We have had a busy couple 

of weeks. Oak class have been exploring their learning 

out of the classroom with a trip to the STEAM museum 

in Swindon last week. This trip, organised by Miss 

Denton, supports the learning that they have been 

doing around the theme of ‘Transport’ with specific 

focus on the engineers Isambard Kingdom Brunel and 

John Rennie, both significant historical figures in the 

development of rail and canal transport in the UK. 

Yesterday this learning was followed up by a brilliant 

session, brought right to our school hall, by the 

education team at Crofton Beam Engine. The children 

learnt all about how steam engines were a vital part of 

the building of canals and especially in the creation of 

the Beam Engine. They made their own canals in the hall 

and used a range of materials to represent the boats 

and the locks that you find there.  

Our new group of drummers had their first lessons 
yesterday. I wasn’t here yesterday afternoon to hear 
their first lessons through the walls of my office… I look 
forward to that next week! I am genuinely really 
delighted to be able to offer this tuition to the children 
and add another instrument to our peripatetic offer. We 
have 13 children learning at the moment. If your child 
shows an interest in learning this instrument, we are 
offering this to Key Stage 2 in the first instance. Do get in 
touch with mattcdrumtuition@gmail.com 

or any of our music providers using the emails sent out 

in Newsletter 9. All of them keep waiting lists and will be 

glad to manage your enquiries.  

Last week I had the pleasure of attending the TAG Rugby 

club after school on Friday. This ‘pop-up’ club, run by a 

group of our Dads, is genuinely a joy to witness. It is so 

well attended and there is no surprise in that. It is quite 

literally an hour of intense physical activity that involves 

much running, a fair bit of falling to the ground, 

teamwork and most importantly laughter. I am probably 

guilty of repeating myself but the opening quote on our 

PE policy is as follows: 

 ‘Do not be alarmed, you may hear loud noises, shrieks, 

shouts and squeals. You may see big smiles, sweaty hair 

and red faces. Side effects include good mood, strong 

heart and muscles, better grades and quality sleep…’  

Jeremy Frisch  

Thank you to Tom Swift and Chris Coates for ensuring 

that this is a lived reality for the children taking part. 

Ms Jones  
 
A Memorial Service for Mrs Crewe 
Our sincere thanks, once again, for the support and love 
that you have shared with us over the last few weeks. It 
has certainly been a very difficult few weeks, navigating 
the loss of a much-treasured member of our small team 
whilst keeping things as near to normal as we have been 
able to manage for the children.  
We are staying in close contact with her family, who 
have visited the school a couple of times recently to 
meet with the staff and again at the weekend to see the 
things that the children have been making for the tree 
and visit the prayer space in church. They have asked me 
to pass on their heartfelt thanks for all of the memories 
and kind messages that you have shared with them and 
for the attendance at the funeral by so many of you. I 
know it meant a great deal. As part of those 
conversations, we have shared with them our desire to 
hold a Memorial Service and celebration of life for Mrs 
Crewe. We very much want to offer the opportunity for 
our community to come together, share memories and 
give thanks for everything that she brought to our 
community. Our plan is for this to be in the evening on 
Thursday 3rd April at 5:00pm, enabling as many of you 
to come as possible and for past students and their 
families to be included. We hope to offer refreshments 
back at school after the service for everyone in 
attendance. We are in the very early stages of planning; 
for now, put the date in your calendars and plan to wear 
your most colourful clothes. We would be very grateful if 
you could spread the news to our past families. It would 
be wonderful to fill the church.   
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Let us know if someone else is picking up your child 
If you have planned for someone else to pick up your 
child in an emergency or out of the normal pattern for 
your family, please take the time to inform your child’s 
class teacher by emailing the school office or leaving a 
message. We are not able to let children leave with an 
adult if it is out of the ordinary for your family or we 
haven’t been informed. Please note this does not include 
those adults such as grandparents etc… who pick up in a 
regular slot each week and when we are already aware 
of that arrangement.  

 
Parking/turning circle 
Having been out on the turning circle quite regularly 
recently I would like to ask for your support with the 
following.  

• Please do not let children out of the car prior to 
8:30 – when an adult arrives on duty 

• Please wait until you are parallel with the school 
buildings before letting children out of cars; 
children are getting out alongside the hedge where 
visibility is limited, this could be very dangerous. 

• Please aim for children to be ready on arrival so 
that they can get out promptly and ideally without 
the need for lots of help from an adult. 

The turning circle does work, and my hope is that it 
saves you time. Please try to be patient with each other 
and follow the simple rules above. It will be like 
witnessing a well-oiled machine in motion! 
 

Military/Service Families check 
We need to record on our information system where our 
families have a parent working as service personnel.  
This information is fed through into the school census 
and, where appropriate, triggers qualification for Service 
Pupil Premium (SPP).  This premium enables schools to 
provide extra support for children with parents in the 
Armed Forces.  Therefore, if this applies to you, please 
remember to either notify the office or update your 
Bromcom profile.    
 
Playing after school  
From time to time, we need to send out a reminder 
about the use of the playground after school. Please 
know that we understand the value that this small bit of 
the day has on fostering and building a sense of 
community; we don’t have a village playground that 
everyone can go to by way of an alternative. Please 
know also that allowing children to stay and play on 
school premises out of school hours is an exception. 
Most schools close their gates quite promptly at the end 
of the day. In support of that fact, please ensure that 
children are playing kindly, with care for each other and 
the play equipment and that they are doing so safely and 
under your supervision. Other than the static 

equipment, no other equipment should be used after 
school. Please also ensure that children are not playing 
on the field out of sight. Staying and playing at the end 
of the day is limited to the bark and hard standing play 
area. As the days begin to lengthen, we ask that 
everyone has left the playground by 4:00pm at the latest 
(unless you are waiting for a club to finish, in which case 
4:15). 
Thank you in anticipation of your support with the 
above. 
 
Celebration Worship – please note changes  

World Book Day  
We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day 
on Friday 7th March. Please note that the official World 
Book Day is Thursday 6th March but we have chosen to 
celebrate this on Friday 7th March this year.  
We encourage the children to come as a character from 
a book (rather than a film) or if they prefer, they could 
bring a clue to a book. It is always lovely if children also 
bring a copy of the book to school, however this is not a 
requirement. Please ensure any props or books are 
clearly named.  
This is one of the highlights of our calendar. We love the 
first bit of the morning when the children arrive in an 
array of different costumes and share these during our 
assembly.  
We look forward to seeing all of the wonderful costumes 
when the children arrive at school on 7th March.  
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Messages on behalf of the PTA 
Movie Night - Cancelled 
 Unfortunately, movie night originally scheduled for the 
7th February has been cancelled. 
 
Valentine Cake & Drawing Competition 
 On Friday 14th February, we are inviting the children to 
enter a cake and drawing competition for some end of 
term fun! 

• For the cake competition we would like the 
children to make: 4 Valentine’s Day themed 
decorated cupcakes 

• For the drawing competition: a decorated 
Valentine’s Day card no bigger than an A4 
piece of paper 

Entries are £1 for each competition. Prizes will be given 
for the best in each class (Hazel, Oak, Chestnut, 
Sycamore).  Please make sure entries are sent in on the 
morning with their entry fees and clearly labelled with 
their names. 
Parents are invited to view the creations in the Main Hall 
from 2:45pm and the cakes will be sold after 3pm for £1 
each. 
As usual, thank you for your continued support which is 
much appreciated. 

PTA team 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

February  
Monday 3rd  Accelerated Maths Day  

St Johns (small group) 

Friday 7th  Movie Night PTA 
CANCELLED 

Tuesday 11th  BBC Live lessons – Safer Internet  
Day  

Thursday 13th  Final Lego after school club 
session 

Friday 14th Last day of Term 3 

PTA Valentine’s Event  
Cake and Card Competition  

Cake Sale after school  

Friday 21st  Mobile Library visiting 

Monday 24th  First day of Term 4 

Thursday 27th  Lego League Competition 
Bristol 

(Lego Club attendees) 

Oak Class Cricket event at 
Marlborough Leisure Centre (AM) 

Friday 28th  KS2 SATs Information Session for 
parents 2.45pm 

(This will take place during 
Celebration Worship) 

March  
Tuesday 4th   Dentist visit Hazel Class 

Friday 7th World Book Day Dress Up 

Final TAG Rugby after school club 
session 

Sycamore Class 

Thursday 13th TAG Rugby Tournament Y5/6 
At Marlborough College (AM) 

(details to follow) 

Wednesday 19th  Chestnut Class trip to   
Cheddar Gorge 

Friday 21st  Mobile Library visiting 

Monday 24th  Sharing our Learning afternoon - 
parents invited in from 2.30pm 

until 3.15pm 

Tuesday 25th  3.30pm – 5:30pm Parents Evening 
2 whole school 

Thursday 27th  3.30pm – 7.00pm Parents Evening 
2 whole school 

Friday 28th  PTA Mother’s Day Shop  

PTA Bunny Bop  
 

April 

Tuesday 1st  Y3/4 Cricket Festival at St. 
Katharine’s  

(small group) 

April 3rd  Mrs Crewe’s Memorial Service  
St Katharine’s Church @ 5:00pm 

All Welcome 

April 4th  Easter Service  
St Katharine’s Church 9:30 am 

Including the Easter Bonnet 
Parade 

Last Day of Term 4 

Tuesday 22nd  First Day of Term 5 

Wednesday 23rd   Accelerated Maths Day  
St Johns (small group) 

Thursday 24th  Scootability  
Years 1-6 

(details to follow) 

 
Please also refer to the Key Dates Planner V2, that 
includes all the dates that we know of for the 
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remainder of the 2024/25 academic year (at this 
point).  
 
Our aim is that we give you advance warning and 
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main 
events in the year. As events come into the school 
diary they will be added to the dates sections of the 
Newsletter and to Key Dates Planner V3 which is 
resent at the beginning of Term 5. 
 
Please Note  
We will close at 1:15pm on Thursday 24th July 2025. 
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 Other things you might want to 

know… 
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