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Friday 26" January 2024
NEWSLETTER No: 9

Our Vialue This Term ...
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Dear Parenty,

We have had another busy fortnight in school leaving
only a fortnight until the end of Term 3. It really does
seem like we have only just returned from the
Christmas break!

A small group of eight, year sixes travelled to Bristol
on Wednesday of this week, to take part in a Lego
robotics, League competition. This group of children
accompanied by Mr Sandall and Mrs Crewe had what
can only be described as a brilliant day competing
against 23 other teams from across the Southwest.
The teams were largely made up of upper key stage 2
children and some from years 8 and 9. The children
had to ensure that their Lego robot accurately and
consistently performed a series of challenges around a
board and also had to present to a panel of judges
around a theme — this year’s theme was creativity.
The team are in the process of writing an article for
the website (news section) — please have a look next
week if you would like to find out a bit more. Huge
thanks must go to Mr Sandall who has run and guided
the children taking part in the term leading up to the
competition. We were very proud to hear that they
had come a very respectable 9" place overall.

Hazel Class were visited by the dentist this week. They
learnt about how important it is to brush your teeth
twice a day, the kinds of food that help our teeth to
stay healthy and the foods that can damage our teeth
if we eat too much of them. The dentist then left

everyone with a goody bag that meant they could go
home and practise being even more brilliant at looking
after their teeth than they already are!

Nibi Jones

Principal
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Website Refresh

In the summer term, last academic year, we were
visited by a photographer, commissioned and
financed by the Excalibur Academies Trust, to take
some new photographs for our school website. With
the support of Calliaweb, who created and support
the ongoing management of our website, we have
been able to give the website a bit of a refresh.
Please take a look (at some of the pages that you
may not ordinarily visit) to see for yourselves. As one
of the primary users of the school website, your
opinions are valuable. Any feedback that you might
have around ease of use, simplicity of navigating to
the content that you want etc. are all helpful.

We are in the process of ensuring that any posted
content such at the News section are communicated
via social media — we will be asking you to ‘follow’ us
in due course.

Drop Off

Drop off is a particularly busy part of the school day.
Please can we ask that you observe the turning circle
in the morning, ensuring that you pull in safely and
that your children get out of the car quickly. Ideally
children are ready to go when you pull up. There
isn’t time for long farewells and getting things out of
the boot space for example. If your child is not quite
ready to be independent, please park up and bring
them to the gate — there are no restrictions on
cuddles at the gate!

When using the turning circle, for safety we ask that
you only allow your child/ren to get out of the
vehicle at the point when you are in contact with the
adult on duty. It can be dangerous when drivers are
not expecting children to be walking between cars in
the turning circle.

If an adult is not on duty on the turning circle —
please do not drop your child and leave your child
unattended. We have had incidents where children
have then doubled back and there has been no adult
to supervise in what can be a busy area for traffic.
Mrs Crewe or another member of staff will always
be on the turning circle at 8:30. Please wait until
then to drop off.


https://stkatharinesprimary.org.uk/

Revisiting our School Rules

You may remember that in September of 2022 we
reviewed the school rules and replaced what was a
long, complicated and often forgotten list of rules
with three simple ones:

pS

v We are Safe
¢ We are Considerate
T We are Respectful

e

e

Over the next three weeks we are going to take a bit
of time to return to these rules, one by one, to really
explore what each word means, what it looks like in
practise and to tease out the difference between
them. Please feel free to start a conversation at
home about this to see what has stuck or resonated
with your child/ren.

Uniform Reminders

Recently we have found ourselves needed to give
the children a few too many reminders about our
uniform rules in school. Please support with this at
home by checking the following:

e nail varnish is removed before school

e any transfers/ stick on tattoos are removed before
school

e no jewellery is worn to school apart from a small
pair of studs (if ears are pierced) and a watch, once
children are ready for this

Please can children with long hair make sure that
hair is tied back and hair accessories are in a neutral
or school uniform colour: brown, black, nude or
green. Please avoid large bows.

Thank you for your support with this.

The Education Hub

Please do have a look at the link below for a DfE
resource for parents about all things education. This
website is a one stop shop for information across a
wide spectrum of issues related to education.
Subjects are organised by category on the front
page. Follow the link below to explore for
yourselves.

The Education Hub (blog.gov.uk)

Triathlon Event Key Stage 2

Lots of children have already signed up with a team
to take part in this event. Last year was our first
experience of taking part as a school, it was a huge
success and enjoyed hugely by everyone that took
part. If you have a child taking part (or not) and
would like to offer your services by volunteering on

the day please follow this link which will take you
straight to the form enabling you to sign up.

If you want to find out a bit more first please see the
poster on the notice board section of this
newsletter.

Braeside Courses

There will be new courses available for parents to
book at Braeside Education Centre for
Spring/Summer 24 from February half term. These
courses are for children with a passion in or a talent
for a particular subject. Courses take place during
the school day and are paid for by parents. Please
contact Braeside directly to book courses or to find
out more about the suitability of a course for your
child. If you would like more information, we are
also happy to talk this through with you.

Contact details for Braeside are:

Telephone: 01380 722637

A Few Messages from the PTA

Termly Cake Sales

The PTA will be holding cake sales once a term until
the end of the academic year. Once again, we kindly
ask for cake donations from each class. If you are
able to donate cakes for the sale, please be mindful
of allergies: no nuts or sesame seeds. If the cakes are
homemade, can you please include a label to let us
know the ingredients (this will help parents of
children with allergies including dairy).

Dates:

v Friday 23rd February 3:15 = Sycamore

Friday 26th April 3:15 = Chestnut

Saturday 8th June (Summer fete, please bring
donations on Friday 7th June) = Hazel & Oak
(summer fete)

¥ Friday 19th July = Sycamore
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Quiz Night

The PTA are delighted to announce that we have
decided to host our very own quiz night!!!! It's on
Friday 23rd February from 8pm at East Grafton
Village Hall!!! Teams of 4!! This is a new thing for us
and we feel a great way to get our parents together
for a bit of fun!!! Please head to www.pta-
events.com/stkatharines to book your ticket. As
always if you have any questions please do ask and
we really hope as many of you can join us as
possible! Thank you for your support!

Bags 2 Schools
A reminder that Bags2Schools will be making a

collection next Wednesday 31st January. All
donations must be brought to school at drop-off on


https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3f-79Tu_kYdH1g1PTU99iw2lg-gHGChprq__np3jqM1sX8w/viewform
http://www.pta-events.com/stkatharines
http://www.pta-events.com/stkatharines

this date before 9am.
Please have a cathartic new year’s declutter and fill
lots of bags (any bin bag) to make money for the

school!

Yes please to Men'’s, ladies” & children’s clothing,
paired shoes, handbags,

belts & accessories

x No thank you to uniforms, workwear, pillows,

duvets or pieces of

fabric

Website: www.braeside-eduction.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 25t Parents Evening 2 whole school
3.30pm-5.30pm
Tuesday 26"  |Year 3/4 Cricket at St. Katharine’s
School (small group)
(detdils to follow)
Wednesday 27" | Parents Evening 2 whole school
3.30pm-7pm
Thursday 28 Easter Service in Church

9.30am

Easter trail, Bonnet Competition
and Cake Sale
2pm-3.30pm

Last Day of Term 4

\’M

Friday 26" Mobile Library visiting
Tuesday 6% Year 6 SATs information session
for parents
2.15pm —3.15pm
Safer Internet Day
Friday 9" Last Day of Term 3

Monday 19t

First Day of Term 4

Friday 23™

Mobile Library visiting

March

Monday 4

Oak Class visit to Sevington
Victorian School

Friday 8

World Book Day Dress Up

PTA Mother’s Day Shop
1pm-3pm
(details to follow)

Tuesday 12"

Scootability
(details to follow)

Wednesday 13"

Year 5/6 Tag Rugby Tournament
(details to follow)

Friday 15" Whole school cricket taster
session
Friday 22 Sharing our learning afternoon —

parents invited in from 2.30pm
until 3.15pm

No celebration worship this week

Mobile Library visiting

Please also refer to the Key Dates Planner V2 that
includes all the dates that we know of for the
remainder of the academic year 2023/24 (at this
point).

Our aim is that we give you advance warning and
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main
events in the year. As events come into the school
diary they will be added to the dates sections of
the Newsletter and to Key Dates Planner V3 which
are resent at the beginning of 5.

TD Days
There are no remaining TD days this academic

year.

Please Note
We will close at 1:15pm on Wednesday 24 July
2024,



http://www.braeside-eduction.co.uk/
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BECOME AN EVENT VOLUNTEER FOR eNT
TEAM RESTLESS! BEUE"'&W

Come and join us For the most exciting event in the school calendar by
becoming a volunteer ak the Knight Frank Schools Triathlon.

Vighunteering at the Schools Triathlon is a great way to show your suppart for the event and
all the children taking part. You'll be part of the fun and excitement as well as helping to
ensure the day runs smoothly for everyone invohed.

What will | be doing?
No experiance iz needed. Just bring bags of energy and enthusiasm
and we'll allocate your robe onthe day. This could invohve:
« Mest and Great at the registration stand, welcome budding
young triathletes and their families
« foute marshals, help triathletes (and parents) get to where
they need to go
« Hand out medals and poody bags to our excited finishers
« CarParking, welcome them and wave them off.
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
TO BECOME AN EVENT VOLU fundraizing avant for childran in e UK
— Sinca 2015, mara than 25,000 childran

hawve raised ovar £3.4m for Restiess
How long do | need ko voluntesr for? - k Ll L Lt

i charities chogen by participating schoods,
You can gither help for the Full day {Bam. As part of a team, ¢
Gpm) or half a day (either AM or PM) are irnviked b baks
Swimmir L

Wig'll even provide you with a free t-shirt and
manay far cl

complementary breskfast/unch bo say thank you.

What naxt? Raestless Development
Signup today and we'll let you know all the Throwgh education and training Aestless
information you'll need For the day. Development develops young people's skills so
You can also send this invitation on bo anyone you they can support themselves and their
think would like ko volunteer with us. & support young people all over
the world to use their youth power to lead

\Withous the prasence of our incredible voluntsers working change and tackle challenges they face such as
together this event wouldn't be possible. By voluntesring lack of education, unemployment and climate
wou'll be supporting yoeung people achisve something great :range.
end enzuring every panny donzbad goss ko charky.

I‘/éd Pl chwark oot our FADS, or email s on
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¢SE MINI SE STARS

- ACADEMY BEGINNING YOUR SPORTS JOURNEY

FOOTBALL FUN FOR CHILDREN TO LEARN
& ENJOY A NEW SPORT

15 PLACES AVAILABLE TO BOOK
FOR & WEEK COURSE COURSE

FROM 2 TO 5 YEARS OF AGE
DATES : 21" FEBRUARY - 27" MARCH 2024

17 APRIL - 22*! MAY 2024
Sth JUNE - 24th JULY 2024

PARENT & TODDLER SESSION £21
& WEEK

TIMES: 10:00am to 10:30am

Tha Schooks Triathlon is tha larpast sports

FEBERUARY
CAMPS

BOYE £ GIRLE - &4 TD 15
MULTI 1Fs - 15* FEBRUARY 034

SPORTS Fam to 3pm

GFLE - 5TO 18
GIRLS 15" & 16" FEERUARY 2004
FOOTBALL  gamtsdpm

3 DAY BOYE £ GIRLE - & TD 15
A% - 15 FEBRUARY J026
FOOTBALL e ke Jpm

BOYS & QIRLE - & TO 15
16 & 15 FEBRUARY 2024
e s Jpm

FACILITY

3G PITCH & SPORTS HALL, MOULDED STUD FOOTBALL BOOTS,
FACKED LUNCH. DRINKS & SPARE CLOTHES

HEW COLLEGE SWINDON
HEW COLLEGE DRIVE.
QUEENS DRIVE.
SWINDOM 5M3 1AH

Firuse Lol o b reaor delad e Le g b, e lte:
R S

- ap e

FAGILITY: INDOOR HALL

MARLBOROUGH LEISURE CENTRE L
¥ ¥OU ARE INTERESTIED PLEASE GET INTOUGH

H*RTQN DENE WA EMAIL mettcosrettifeccosrascellancecouk OR GALL: O7B4E 20417
OR VISIT OUR WESSHTE FOR MORL INF OMATION
anzcarsacalence.couk sportingeec sllarceuk

FEERUARY
CAMPS

FOOTBALL & GK CAMP
BOYS & GIRLS - 5TO 14
1™ FEBRUARY 2024
Fam to 3pm

BOYS & GIRLS - 5 TO 15
BEVERSBROOK 0% FEBRUARY 2024
e 9am to 3pm

FOOTBALL & GK GAMP
BOYS & GIRLS - 5TO 14
15 FEBRUARY 2024
Fam to Ipm

FACILITY

FOOTBALL PITCH
BOOTS OR TRAINERS
PACKED LUNCH, DRIMKS & SPARE CLOTHES

By nrdasd au b rem o el ml s Lee puskagers ws wlte
bl el
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WPCC’s SEND
Information Event

Are you 8 parent carer of, or professional
working with, a child or young poarson
with Special Educational Needs and'or

Disatiliiting (SEND)?
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This free 2o attond avent is aimed al paront canes
who are looking for Information or suppon for thay
child o young parson win SEND. Professicnaks
Who work wiin ciildnen and young edps with
SEND are also lsaied. You can Lk 10 u rramber of
Ciffirwrt sarvices in Witstion ot ther stands snd
fird ot o information sbaut them and how hey
can help

Tl
NI

Visit over 30 Information stands
Participato in an infarmation warkshop
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

You an Dook

Enjoy fres tea, coMes and cakes

Moet other parent carers cine
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Zew cur sl pre-avent
pech for lots rmore lale:

You can Beok weing Bl

OR code Ahernativaly
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»
YOUR SCHOOL
UNIFORM

10% OFF
EVERYTHING...

on your schook Paren!
Onine Page

-
-

All under £5!
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Marlborough: WEDNESDAY 5

INVASION GAMES
| Refine skills and score lots of “5;5 SURV'VAL SK'LL
GOALS in loads of

different sports!

i
| Show off your skills and learn |
':‘ new ones in den building, fire

E—twasesswsee. building, laser tag, fencing and

Polehampton : WEDNESDAY ﬁg

Marlborough: TUESDAY s
! THURSDAY
]

WEIRD & WONDERFUL T0L/RNAMENT DAY |
ii Take a trip around the world with ,‘:_f{

more!

S s e 1

us, trying some amazing games |
from different countries! )

Only available when you
ordéer batwesan

IACKETS  T.smuiprs
SKIRTS

...& much more!

Thursday 25ih &
Wednesday 315t January
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2024 when you use the

code below.

entar cooe: JSP24 ot cneckow
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Enter: J SP 24 at checkou

N MORAC.COm/e

FIEEEEtES CXCEITTVSAETRS CACEITTV AT FRCE I
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| Put your team to the challenge : iji 0
g Dodgeball, tennis, gymnastics, 3-% * Q

i

FEBRUARY HALF TERM
FOUR DAYS OF FUN AT ~/AC ;
MONDAY 12TH - THURSDAY 15TH

BASED WITHIN MARLBOROUGH ST.MARY'S PRIMARY SCHOOL

& POLEHAMPTON JUNIOR SCHOOL (TWYFORD) {u

£28 A DAY (7)8.30AM-5PM 511 YEAR oLDS fii

e — -

HEAD TO WWW.FACESPORTS.CO.UK TO BOOK
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

f FACE Sports Club




