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Our Value This Term Is… 

Hope 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
It has been quite a long term. The tired (and slightly 
pail) faces of the children are certainly telling that 
story! It is a very late break up from school this year. 
My feeling is that it is probably better for it to be very 
nearly Christmas by the time we break up rather than 
having to wait for ages until the big day with over 
excitement to contend with! I hope that, whilst there 
are not many days left until we all try to fit the turkey 
in the oven and make sure the potatoes are perfectly 
crispy, you will all benefit from a slightly more 
leisurely return to routine in the New Year. Please 
remember that the children do not return to school 
until the 8th of January.  
It has of course been a busy week and a bit since the 
publication of Newsletter 6. We try hard to keep 
normality in the children’s lives until the very latest 
moment so that whilst last week saw us enjoying the 
Pantomime, Christmas lunch and Christmas parties we 
also managed to fit in our English, Maths and 
curriculum learning alongside that. This week has 
probably been more ‘Operation Christmas’ with our 
two Nativity performances and the Carol Service this 
morning. It has been lovely to welcome so many of 
you to school (or more accurately Church) to share 
these special events. If nothing else, I hope that we 
have offered you a moment or two of peace amid the 
queueing, list making and the multi-tasking! 
Thank you as always for your continued support; we 
very much appreciate all that you do in partnership 

with us. Whether that is regular reading at home, 
practising times tables, making a costume or just 
remembering that it’s PE or Forest School today! 
Without these things and your support with them our 
jobs become very much harder.  
For adults, Christmas is a very busy time with our 
attention needed in multiple directions. I hope that 
you manage to find some calm and dare I say ‘rest’ in 
amongst the glitter, the excitement and the sellotape! 
We look forward to welcoming you all back safely at 
the beginning of the New Year.  

Merry Christmas to you all! 

Niki Jones  
Principal  

‘From little acorns, great oaks grow’ 
 
 
 
 
Online Safety Session for parents - Tuesday 9th 
January.  
This session, delivered by the team at Wiltshire 
Police, responsible for community engagement 
and outreach, will be a great opportunity for any 
parent feeling at times overwhelmed by the task 
of navigating the online world for their child. I 
hope that all those that attend will find this a 
useful, informative and proactive session that will 
leave you feeling a little more confident and 
knowledgeable about the online world that our 
children will, at some time, inevitably encounter 
and engage with. We will provide refreshments. 
Please save the date and come along. 
 
Lost Property 
Please be reminded that unnamed and unclaimed 
lost property will be given to the donation station 
at the end of term. Named items will of course be 
delivered back to children. 
 
Vacancies 
If you are considering a new job in a school, 
please do take a look at the Excalibur vacancies 
page HERE.     

 
Choir  
We have space for more children in Years 2 to 6 
to join our choir on a Friday morning. If your child 
is keen to join, please email Mrs Popperwell: 
jopopperwell@gmail.com  to request a place. 
These will be offered on a first come, first served 
basis. We are moving the start time to 8:30am 
(from 8:15am) in the hope that more children will 
be able to join. 

https://www.excalibur.org.uk/careers/vacancies/
mailto:jopopperwell@gmail.com
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Choir will begin on Friday 12th January when we 
return to school after the Christmas break. 

 
Respond to This Survey…  
…to share your valuable opinions about the future 
of children’s services in our country. It won’t take 
very long. 
The Children’s Commissioner for England has 
recently launched ‘The Big Ambition’ to hear 
directly from children, young people and parents 
across the country. Use the QR code or website 
link on the flyer that you can access via the link 
above. 

 
Term Dates 2024/25 
Please find attached, along with this newsletter, 
the term dates for the academic year 24-25, 
recently approved by the board of directors of 
our academy trust. You will note that we have 
added 3 whole TD days to the half term break in 
October in addition to the 2 TD days as the very 
start of the school year.  We hope that by having 
these dates well in advance you are able to plan 
ahead for your own holidays from work. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

January  
Thursday 4th & 

Friday 5th  
TD days 4 and 5 

No children in school these days 

Monday 8th  First day of Term 3 

Tuesday 9th  Online Safety Session for parents  
7:00pm 

Delivered by Wiltshire Police 
Service  

We would love to see as many of 
our parents as possible. 

Please Come Along 

Friday 12th  Tag Rugby Club first session 
(Sycamore Class – 8 week club) 

Monday 15th  Deadline for primary school 
applications 

Tuesday 23rd  Year 3/4 Handball Festival 
(rescheduled from Nov ’23)  

(small team) 
Burbage School 

Wednesday 24th  Year 6 Lego Robotics Competition  
(small team) 

Friday 26th  Mobile Library visiting 

February  

Tuesday 6th Year 6 SATs information session 
for parents 

14:15 – 15:15pm 

Friday 9th Last Day of Term 3 

 

Please also refer to the Key Dates Planner V1, that 
includes all the dates that we know of for the 
academic year 2023/24 (at this point). 
Our aim is that we give you advance warning and 
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main 
events in the year. As events come into the school 
diary they will be added to the dates sections of 
the Newsletter and to Key Dates Planners V2 and 
V3 which are resent at the beginning of Terms 3 
and 5. 
TD Days 2023/24 

• Thursday 4th & Friday 5th January 2024 
 
Please Note  
We will close at 1:15pm on Wednesday 24th 
July 2024.

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2023/11/Childrens-Commissioner-The-Big-Ambition-Flyer.pdf
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 Other things you might want to 

know… 
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