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Dear Parents, 
I have spoken to so many parents recently about the 
speed at which this term seems to be going. Hard to 
fathom that it is the end of week 5 already!  
After the first few weeks of term, dedicated to 
establishing routines and supporting children to settle 
into new classes, it is lovely to see enrichments to the 
curriculum begin to feature in the calendar.  
On Friday last week, Chestnut Class experienced a 
virtual session with the Natural History Museum in 
support of their block of learning on the Ancient 
Egyptians.  
 
This from Mrs Ellaby… 

‘I wanted to share some exciting news regarding 
Chestnut’s recent study on Ancient Egyptians. The 
children had a fantastic end to this topic with a 
live online session with the National History 
Museum in London.  
The live session was a great opportunity for our 
learners to engage with an expert and deepen 
their understanding of Ancient Egyptian culture. 
The children were truly impressive, showcasing 
their knowledge by sharing numerous facts and 
insights during the session. It was wonderful to 
see them actively participating and 
demonstrating their enthusiasm for learning. The 
children also had the chance to view artefacts 
from the Ancient Egyptian period as part of the 
online session.’ 

 
 
We had the first sports tournament of the year on 
Tuesday this week. The small schools’ dodgeball 
tournament was held here, at St Katharine’s. A mixed 
team of ten, Year 5 and 6, children competed in this 
tournament against six other local schools. Mrs Crewe 
has reported that the competition was stiff but after 
battling through the knockout stages, St Katharine’s 
ended the day with a much-deserved first place! It 
was lovely to see the smiles on the faces of everyone 
in school on hearing the news and to see the medals 
worn proudly by the children that took part. Our 
thanks to Tash, whose company In2Sport run these 
small school tournaments throughout the school year, 
across a range of sports, helping us to compete on a 
level playing field with schools of a similar size. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Harvest 
Festival today. It is always lovely to share this event 
with you, our parent community. Thank you also for 
your generous harvest donations which I know will be 
gratefully received by the Devizes Food Bank. At this 
time of financial hardship, there are more families 
than ever requiring this level of support. In 2022, from 
the Devizes Food Bank alone, 2558 people received 3-
day emergency food supplies. Of those, 994 were 
children, ten times the size of our school population. If 
you haven’t yet donated, you have until Monday 
morning (9th) to do so.  

Niki Jones  

Principal  
‘From little acorns, great oaks grow’ 

 
 
 
 
Safeguarding Audit 
We had a Safeguarding Audit this week, 
conducted by the new head of Safeguarding for 
our multi academy trust. I am really pleased to let 
you know that this went extremely well. As with 
all audits there were lots of opportunities to 
reflect on our systems and practise and take time 
to think about how we can improve and evolve 
what we already do. 
Safeguarding at St Katharine’s was described as 
strong and effective and special note was made 
of the caring ethos that runs as a thread 
throughout the school.  
As a result of our audit, examples of best practice 
were identified which we have been asked to 
share with other schools. Thanks, once again, to  
our staff team for their continuing hard work and 
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the efficacy and  commitment that they bring to 
our school every day. 
 
Eco Council Elections Years 2 - 6 
It is that time of year again when we elect a new 
Eco-Council to represent the school. If children 
are interested in becoming an Eco – Councillor 
we ask that they create a short manifesto to 
share with the children in their class, prior to 
election day. Our election this year will be on 
Friday 3rd November. 
The children will be introduced to the idea of 
writing or creating a manifesto in their 
classrooms before the end of term and be 
provided with some models of what this could 
look like. This is something that we are asking 
children (who are keen to be a counsellor) to do 
in their own time at home. We are hoping that by 
having the election after half term children will 
have some time during the holidays to work on 
these. They will be shared with their classmates 
in the first week of Term 2.  
This is not a compulsory activity. We would 
really like children in Years 2 -6, who are 
motivated and interested, to put themselves 
forward to be voted for by their class. If you know 
that your child is keen to take part, please 
support them to think about how they might 
present their ideas and why they think they 
would make a good Eco-Councillor.  
Some ideas might be… 
✓ A short speech  
✓ Preparing a power point to talk to 
✓ Making a poster to talk about  
✓ Writing a letter to their classmates 

…or any other way that they would like to put 
their ideas across. 
We are excited to see what they come up with 
and continuing our work in school to develop 
children’s advocacy and awareness around 
environmental issues. 
 
Open Morning  
We are holding our Open Morning on Tuesday 
17th October from 9:30 – 11:30am. This event is 
primarily for the parents of those children 
starting school in September 2024. School is 
open for the morning and parents are invited to 
tour classrooms (with one of our expert Upper 
Key Stage 2 tour guides) and to speak to staff, 
parents and governors. We will be advertising the 
event as widely as we can and ask that you 
spread the word to people that you know with 
young - soon to be school age – children.  

We are never complacent about attracting 
families to our school. Remaining full enables us 
to stay well-resourced and to give all our children 
the very best offer. You, our parent group, are 
our best advocates. Please spread the word, 
widely, loudly and proudly! 
Reception and Key Stage One: Reading Meeting 
for Parents  
We are holding our reading meeting for the 
parents of Hazel and Oak Class children on 
Tuesday 10th October at 2:30pm in the school 
hall. 
This meeting is intended to give parents an 
overview of the early teaching of reading, how 
we organise that learning and how this can be 
supported at home. We are using a new scheme 
of work for phonics and early reading (Little 
Wandle) and as such it would be great to see as 
many of you as possible – especially if you have a 
child in Reception of Year 1. 
Please do try to come. We look forward to 
meeting you.  

And…. 
Donation of no longer needed school books  
A big thank you to Mrs Wilsey who has been 
organising the donations of our used phonics 
stock. Mrs Wilsey has organised for many of the 
books to be donated to Books2Africa which will 
be reused in schools in Africa. We are also 
pleased to say a selection of the books were also 
sent off to WeBuyBooks and Ziffit and the money 
from these companies will be put into the PTA 
funding pot.  

Connie Denton reading lead 

 
Lost property 
The lost property basket is already quite full. 
When items are named, it is a simple matter of 
reunited children with their things. When are not 
named this is a trickier business and a time 
consuming one. I am certain that you would 
rather our support staff are spending their time 
on teaching and learning in the classroom and 
not delivering lost clothing to its owner. Please 
help by labelling all property so that, when lost, 
we know who it belongs to. 
 
PTA Messages  
Bonfire Night - Friday 3rd November 
Tickets for the St. Katharine’s Bonfire Night are 
now live and are available to purchase from the 
website: www.pta-events.co.uk/stkatharines. 
Tickets are limited due to parking so be quick to 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/stkatharines
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book your ticket to avoid disappointment.   
Tickets are £20 per car. 
If anyone is available to help volunteer for this 
event there is a list of roles on the booking 
page!  Anyone who volunteers to help will receive 
a free drink, any help will be greatly appreciated. 
Please do get in touch with any of the PTA team if 
you have any questions. 

Kate Betts  
Friends of St. Katharine’s School - Chair 

 
Back by popular demand - Christmas cards! 
This year the PTA will be offering the children a 
chance to make their own Christmas cards along 
with other festive products. 
These make fab gifts for family members and the 
cards are a great way to encourage hand writing 
practice. The school will also receive £1 for every 
item ordered! 
Details and templates will be sent out on the 
13th of October. Please complete the designs at 
home and return to school by the 1st of 
November. You will then receive an email or text 
message with a link to your child’s order page. 
 
Tip Run 
With the start of a new school year, we have had 
a bit of a clear out.  Consequently, we have 
accrued a pile of small pieces of equipment/small 
furniture that is no longer needed.  If anyone is 
planning a tip run any time soon and is 
willing/able to include the pile from school, we 
would be very grateful.  The pile is next to the big 
red waste bins at the rear of the school building 
(it includes an old chalk board, outside sand tray 
and yellow unit).  Many thanks in anticipation of 
your help with this. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

October 
Friday 6th Harvest Festival 9:30 in Church 

Mobile Library visiting 

Monday 9th  Flu Nasal Spray Vaccinations  
R-Year 6 

Tuesday 10th  Reception and KS1 Reading 
Meeting for parents 2.30pm – 

3.15pm 
(details to follow) 

Sycamore visit to Science Museum, 
London  

Week/s Beg Reception Transition Surgeries  

Monday 9th & 
Monday 16th  

Please refer to SeeSaw 
communication from class teacher 

Monday 9th Devizes Foodbank collecting food  
donations 

Thursday 12th  Year 5/6 Football Festival 
Marlborough College 

(details to follow)  
CANCELLED 

Friday 13th  Oxenwood Adventure Day - Year 3 

Tuesday 17th  Open Morning Prospective Parents 
2024/25 (9.30am until 11.30am) 

Wednesday 18th  
  

Last school day of Term 1 

Eco-Council elections 
(note change of date) 

Monday 30th  First Day of Term 2 

Tuesday 31st  Individual photographs 

Deadline for secondary school 
applications 

November 
Wednesday 1st  Sycamore Class Ramsbury 

Education Day 
(details to follow) 

Friday 3rd   Bonfire Night PTA 

Mobile Library visiting 

Eco-Council elections (new date) 

Wednesday 8th Remembrance Service in School 
Hall 

Friday 10th  TD Day 3 
No children in school 

Monday 13th  Odd Socks Day 

Tuesday 14th  Year 3/4 Handball 
Burbage School 

(small group) 

Friday 17th  Children in Need  
Spotty Day 

Tuesday 21st  Year 5/6 Netball Festival  
Marlborough College 

(details to follow) 

Wednesday 22nd  St. Katharine’s Day 
9.30am in St. Katharine’s Church 

Tuesday 28th  Parents Evening 1 (of 3) 
All Classes 

3.30pm-7.00pm 

Wednesday 29th  Parents Evening 1 (of 3) 
(Oak Class only)  

3.30pm - 5.30pm 
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Thursday 30th  Parents Evening 1 (of 3) 
(Hazel, Chestnut and Sycamore 

only) 
3.30pm - 5.30pm 

December 
Wednesday 13th  Christmas Lunch 

Friday 15th  Christmas Jumper Day and 
Christmas parties pm 

Sunday 17th  9 lesson Carol Service 6pm 
(details to follow) 

Monday 18th  Reception and KS1 Nativity dress 
rehearsal 2pm in church – parents 

and grandparents welcome 

Tuesday 19th Reception and KS1 Nativity in 
church 4:45pm (for a 5:00pm 

performance) 

Wednesday 20th KS2 Carol Service in Church 
9.30am 

Last day of Term 2 

 

Please also refer to the Key Dates Planner V1, that 
includes all the dates that we know of for the 
academic year 2023/24 (at this point). 
Our aim is that we give you advance warning and 
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main 
events in the year. As events come into the school 
diary they will be added to the dates sections of 
the Newsletter and to Key Dates Planners V2 and 
V3 which are resent at the beginning of Terms 3 
and 5. 
TD Days 2023/24 

• Friday 10th November 2023 

• Thursday 4th & Friday 5th January 2024 
 
Please Note  
We will close at 1:15pm on Wednesday 24th 
July 2024
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 Other things you might want to 

know… 
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