and making the most of an imperfect situation and
one of staff pulling together, filling gaps and
ensuring that school runs smoothly.
Whilst everyone pulled together to help us through
a challenging time, I would like to make special
mention of the children of Sycamore Class who last
week had a virtual teacher, quite a few virtual
classmates and yet continued to learn in the same
focussed and effortful way that they always do.
Thanks also to Mrs Crewe who facilitated that to
happen on the ground and in the flesh!
Again, I must wax lyrical about the wonderful
children that we are lucky to teach, the brilliant and
supportive team of staff that I am lucky to work
alongside and of course, our incredibly patient,
understanding and practical parents who I hope
trust that the best is being done in challenging
circumstances. Not all schools are equal when set
against the above 3 measures. I believe that we are
all lucky to be here!
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Compassion

Niki Jones
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‘From little acorns, great oaks grow’
Dear Parents,
I like to think of myself as a bit of an optimist by
nature. I have now lost count of the number of
times that I have promised you lights at the end of
tunnels or silver linings around clouds, since the
pandemic began. I can’t quite believe that last week
saw us managing our biggest outbreak of Covid yet
and taking advice from PHE tracing to reintroduce
our bubbles and other mitigation measures. Sorry
for the previous collection of empty promises!
I am however delighted to report that none of the
children affected by this latest surge of cases have
been too poorly; I do hope that this is the case for
the adults in those households as well. I am also
pleased to inform you that whilst we have a larger
number of cases than previously, the numbers are
now heading in the right direction. As soon as we
can lift our current outbreak management
measures, I will let you know.
We will of course be in new territory as of 1st April. I
will write to you once we have been informed of
what guidance, if any, we need to follow once
restrictions and testing regimes have been lifted.
I am increasingly conscious that school is a bit of a
mystery to parents, given that you rarely get
beyond the front door. Whilst the information flow
in the last couple of weeks has been about
managing difficult logistics and Covid outbreaks, the
reality on the ground has been one of children
getting on with life as normal; giving of their best

Parents Evening 2
We will be holding our 2nd of 3 parents’ evenings on
Monday 4th and Thursday 7th April. These will be
held using the School Cloud software that we have
purchased for this academic year. We hope that
having used the technology once already, that these
will run smoothly and provide you with an update
of your child’s progress and next steps. These
meetings are not designed to tackle any significant
concerns that you may have. If you want to talk at
greater length about your child’s learning or other
school related matters, please email the school to
book a face-to-face appointment with your child’s
class teacher.
Please note that you can ask for a meeting at any
time in the school year, if you have a worry that you
want to talk through. It is far better to come in and
talk when concerns arise than to let things escalate.
The feedback from last time was overwhelmingly
positive. Our intention is to find a parent meeting
solution that cuts down the need for unnecessary
car journeys and hopefully manages the timing of
these meetings in an efficient way. Many of you will
all have spent unnecessary time waiting in the hall,
for your parents evening appointment, in previous
years. The flip side of this of course is that your time
slot cannot extend beyond the time allocated. If you
feel that something is uncovered in the meeting
1

that you would like more time to discuss again,
please get in touch and we can find time for a face
to face or a follow up phone call.

April

Y6 SATs information evening: change of date
Please note that we will be holding a SATs
information session for Year 6 parents and children
at 2:30pm on Monday 28th March. Year 6’s will join
their parents for this session.
SATs have not taken place for the previous 2 years;
please do come along if you would like to refresh
your knowledge of these assessments or if this is
the first time that you have a child going through
the process.
The session will be held in Sycamore Classroom.
Please use the side entrance. Mr Sandall will ask
you to sign in at the start of the session.

Red Nose Day
We are delighted to be able to report that we have
collected in excess of £67 today for Comic Relief.
Thank you for your generosity and for pulling it out
of the bag at the last minute by sending in children
with red accessories in many different shapes and
sizes!

Tuesday 5th

Friday 8th

Bath Rugby Event for
whole school
3.30pm – 5:30pm Parents
Evening 2 whole school
(please note this date has
changed from version 1)
Final Oak Class Forest
School
Last day of Term 4

Monday 25th

Easter Service 9:30 in
Church refreshments to
follow
PTA Easter Trail Event
2.30pm – 3.15pm
First Day of Term 5

Tuesday 26th

Thursday 28th

PTA Fundraising
Thank you to everyone that brought in their old
clothes for the Bags to School fundraiser this week.
This initiative raised £63.60 which will go into the
PTA funds in support of equipment and resources
for school.

Sycamore first swimming
session
(details to follow)
Sir Harold Hillier Gardens
trip for Hazel and Oak class
(details to follow)
Chestnut Class First Forest
School
First Bath Rugby session of
block of sessions for
Sycamore
(details to follow)

May
Monday 2nd

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 28th

3.30pm – 7.00pm Parents
Evening 2 whole school

Thursday 7th

World Book Day Fundraising
Thank you to all of you who supported the British
Red Cross on World Book Day this year. There was
such a generous response to this from our families.
We raised a total of £440 which will go to support
the ongoing crisis in Ukraine.
Thank you

Wednesday 23rd

Monday 4th

Monday 9th – 13th

Chestnut Composition
Workshop
Eco-Council visit to Great
Bedwyn School
Year 5 Tusk Force
Workshop at Great
Bedwyn School
(details to follow)
KS2 SATs information
session for parents
2.30pm – 3.15pm

Friday 13th
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May Day Holiday
School closed
KS 2 SATs Week

Monday 16th – 20th

Whole School Vision and
Values Day
KS 1 SATs Week

Thursday 19th

Sue Brady Pizza Day

Friday 20th

Vision and Values Day
parent sharing afternoon.
Parents invited from
2:00pm (timing TBC)
This represents a change
from previous newsletter.

Tuesday 24th

Thursday 26th

Friday 27th

Final Chestnut Forest
School
Year 6 Red Ridge
Residential Parents
Meeting 2.30pm
(details to follow)
Final Bath Rugby session of
block of sessions for
Sycamore
Last Day of Term 5

Items in bold have been added since the previous
Newsletter.
Please also refer to your Key Dates Planner Version
2, for all known dates so far, this academic year.
Remaining TD Days 2021/22
• Friday 22nd July
Please Note
We will close at 1:15pm on Thursday 21st July 2022
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Other things you might want to
know…
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